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BB tography. 


From the Christian Otaiever. 


Tne subject of my present 
communication .is John Lang- 
horne, a young man of 31 years 
of age ; who, fora forgery com- 
mitted in the army accounts, was 
sentenced to death, and executed 
on the 25th of Febr uary last. 

He was born. of. respectable 
parents, in a remote county in 
the north: his education was de- 
cent ; and at about the age of 17, 
he was sent out to the West In- 
cies. Here, after some stay, he 
caught the yellow fever ; and 
while under its debilitating ef- 
fects, uncertain what the event 
‘night be, his conscience told him 
hé was unfit to appear before a 
holy God... It pleased God, how- 
ever, to restore him at this time, 
and he returned to England for 
the purpose of establishing his 
health. 

Shortly after, he sailed again 
for the West Indies ; and acquit. 
ted himself so much to the satis- 
faction of his employers, by his 
industry and vigilance, that he 
obtained the management of two 
or three estates, and was evident. 
ly rising in the world beyond his 
expectations. But he entered in- 


E 


to money transactions improvi- 
dently, and on his return to Eng- 
land found he had such Pecun- 
iary claims fo satisfy, as depriv- 
ed him nearly of his all. 

His habits of life thue far had 
by no means fitted him for a qui- 
et acquiescence in this reverse of 
condition. He assumed an ap- 
pearance which he could ill sup- 
port ; and after being guilty of 
one act of gross cruelty and de- 
ception, which from delicacy .to 
the survivors it is not expedient 
to particularise, his extravagance 
brought hirg to poverty, and he 
enlisted in the army. . 

Being a young man ef prepos- 
sessing manners, and_of talents su- 
perior to his situation, he was 
raited from the condition of 2 
private, and placed in a confiden- 
tial situation as clerk in the mili- 
tary depdt at Maidstone. This 
situation, with prudence, would 
have afforded him an ample com- 
petence ; but at the same time it 
gave him too great facility of 
supplying himself fraudulently 
with money, with little risk of 
immediate detection. 

He became-a ich ap a cock- 


fighter, and also a sportesman § 
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keeping many degs. for which he 
paid extravagant suihs, dne of bis 
dogs costing him 201. He also 
freeiy indulged in the gratifiza. 
rion of his lusts, whatever misery 
he fight occasion either at home 
or abroad. He became, at 
the same time, hasty, im- 
petuous, impatient of contradic- 
tion. When such were his hab- 
its, can it be won ered that his 
purse should be soon exhausted ? 


In order to recruit it, te drew va- 


rious sums toa very large amount, 
during the three last years of his 
irfe; which he continued to pass 
through the books, relying’ for 
mmpunity on the us ally distant 
ivestigation to which the army 
acccunts were then submitted. 


«©! what did Jendure,” said 


he, * before arfd atfier the first 
frand was committed. I took 
the book into miy hand—l threw 
it aviay agai, and for the first 
day prevailed: on the second 
day my pecuniary distressas be 
came more pressing, snd I at 
once performed the desperate 
act; and now what would | not 
have given that-i¢ was undone.— 
I went onhoweteryin extrava- 
gance, still defranding the pub- 


lic to supply it; bat yet my. de- © 
~ sire.and hope waste reptace the 


sums I had taken. For this pur- 


pose I speculated largely in the 


lottery, and bought ticket after 


ticket: but |God ‘disappointed’ 
. me in ail my etruggles to disen- 


gage myself, and for the merct- 
jul pnrpose ofbringing me to the 
condition im which‘ you new find 
me.”’ 

His sfate , during the whole of 
this season, appear: to have been 
very miserable. His conscience 
gave him no rest day or night.— 
& he caw_a Ble in his’ wife’s 


hand, he would become enraged, 
arid, insist on her not reading ¢Laf 
book. He blamed her for going 
to chutch. He would rise sud- 
denly out of bed, and walk up 
and down his chamber, striking 
his forehead, and crying out, 
whata wretch he was! “I once 
dreamed ”’ said he, “that I was 
in company with my father and 
mother ; and that suddenly the 
officers came in, and took me, 
before their face. I awoke in 
hogror. I often thought of des- 
patching myself, but God 
ciously prevented me. 1 bega: 
to feel that Ged would bring all 
home to nie at last.?? 

At leneth the hour of de*ection 
atrived ; but it arrived sdoner in 
the anticipation rf Ris ow con- 
science, than it did in reality — 
This gave’ him thé opportunity 
to “écape : : bit, as he often shid, 
“in the strange infatuation which 
seized me at this time, I see the 
hand of God most evidently ; 
He never intended that I shonie 
escape.” He however, tirade 
the attempt: he ordered a chaire, 
took with him his agg itferiy 
amazed at his cordaet which he 
refused to exSlain, his 8 faverrite 
dog, his gun, and portmagt: ots F 
As he passed the barracks at 
Maidstone, his face was pale with 
anguish, and his whole deport- 
ment on his journey bespoke z 
Leart deeply agitated. ; sometimes 
feeding on its own cares, in’ the 
Most détermined silénce; at oth- 
ers, bursting forth in all the ex- 
travagance of the most impass 
sioneld sorrow. Arrived at Lop- 


don, he went to one of the mose 


public inns, from which he could 


be the most easily traced, ard 


took the mail for Lancaster; 
still accompanied by his dog and 
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gua and his portmanteau,with his 
name engraved on it at full length 
by which he gave the moy plain 
traces ‘both of his person and 
route, 

On his arrivel at Lancaster, 
he intended to have gone aboard 
a vessel, which was to sail.the 
next morning forthe West fIn- 
dies; but as he was passing 
through the streets he saw the 
mail on the point. of. setting off 
for town. An unaccountable de- 
sire seized him at that moment, 
to retrace kis way to London. 
He obeyed the impulse, and still 
with the same fatal accompanj- 
ments took hw place for London. 
He stopped at Derby in his way ; 
and, ai he was aboyr to fulfil an 


engagement to dine with a gen- 


tleman there, he was traced by 
hisfavaurite dog, and takea anto 
custody. 

He bad now nohope of escape x 
hee knewhe was guilty, and that 
lis guilt wauld_ be easily proved. 


Iz was no small blessing to him, 


that he arrived at this state of 
mind atso early a stage of his 
confinement, as it is the hope of 
kfe under capital convictions 
which prevents the mjnd from 
giving its attention to the con- 
cern: of the soul. As he antici- 
pated, such was the event. He 
was tried, convicted, and con- 
demned ; gnd there seemed to be 
no doubt that the sentence would 
be executed. 

He was now removed fram the 
gtate side of the prison to the 
pressyard, the place of the con- 
éemned ; and.it was here, in his 
solitary cell, on the first night af- 
ter his confinemeut, that all the 
awful reality of his situation burst 
uponhim. ‘ [ wasshutout from 
the world,” he said; “and | 
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threw myself on my knees before 
God, who alone could help me, — 
I asked him. to pity me, and save 

my soul 1?’ ; 

About this time a young man 
then “at college at Cambridge 
who.had heen his school. fellow im 
his boyish days at their ative 
place, heard of bit distressing sit- 
uatioa, and felt for.the,interest of 
hissoul, -He wrateto,bim, a affec- 
tionately entreating him‘ to con- 
sider his eternal welfare, and 
painting out to kim the great fun- 
d2mental doctrines of the Gospel. 
Hexeturned answers to these iet- 
ters, -but they were of an unsatis- 
factory nauire ; his ideas were ev- 
idegtly. confused. By desire of 
this friend, he was visited by an- 
ouer gentleman, who had been 
ithe instrymegt, tn the hands ofa 
gracious God, in turning another 
poor criminal "from the error of 
hi>way Nor were his pious ef- 
forts unblest here, in the two or 
three visits he paid him before his 
return to Cambridge.  Lang- 
harne was also .o¢casionally visit- 
ed by aclerzyman; and the rep- 
resentations of scriptural truth, 
which by these exertions of his 
kind friend had reached him from 
g0 many channels, appeared to 
bave produced 2 deep impression 
en his mind. 

More than 2 week after his con- 
demnation, I was yequested, the 
Ordinary being indisposed, to 
preach what iscalled the “con- 
demped sermon,” to four poor 
men who were to suffer the ser~ 
tence of the law on ~ following 
Monday morning. | I complied 
with the request. The persons 


fur whom the sermon was intend- 
ed, although eutreated to attend, 
persisted in begging leave to de- 
cline it. 


Langhorne was pres- 
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ent, and was observed to p2y par- 
ticular attention. ‘He told me 
afterwards, that he wished much 
to have requested me to attend 
him ; for that the’ doctrines just 
suited his case. ©’ 

About a fortnight after this, 


his kind friend at-Cambridge, al- 


though I was wholly unknown to 
him but by name, wrote to me, 
requesting me-’to visit Jang: 
horne. , 

On Sunday the 21st of Febru- 
ary; Isaw him for the first time 
in private. ‘The report had:been 
made at the levee on Saturday ; 


and of 17 capitally convicted, 


he alone was left ‘for execution. 
This was no more than’ he ex- 
pected. He received ‘me ‘most 
kindly, but under very evident 


depression ‘of spirits. ’" My ‘first 
interview was necessarily short. 


and interrupted ; but I was much 


impressed with his ardent desire 
to have done with the world, and’ 
to attend to the things v which con 


cerned his soul. 


On repeating my visit on Mon. : 


day morning,’ learned from him 


the chief particulars of his life,’ 
some of which have been already’ 


detailed. “ He had never, he said, 
been happy : his conscience was 
always goading him.* From his 


first illness in the West Indiés, to” 
that hour, he knew not what hap- ' 


piness was. ‘ * I have forsaken 


God, and he has let me come to’ 


this pass ;* and, ‘describing his 
leaving England for the West In- 
dies the second time; his face be- 
came suddenly corivulsed with 
agnony. “ It'wasthe very day,” 
he exclaimed, “ after my dear 


mother was buried !”? His: mind’ 


seemed to grasp at once the hap- 
py retrospect of those days when 
he was blessed by his mother’s in- 
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structions, and to contrast them 
with his présent state ; and the 


_ burst of tears, with which he re- 


lieved his bosom, seemed to say, 
“O! what would she say could 
she-see me now 2”), ~” 

‘After ‘he had thus informed 
me of his life, I explained to him, 
at full length, the great funda- 
mental 7 i of the Gospel ; 
the nature and neces ssity of true 
repentance, and of faith in a cru- 
cified Saviour. After pressing 
these views upon him, which he 
seemed prepared to admitas those 
waich alone could save his soul, 
we ended our interview with 
prayer, in which his mind seem- 
ed to me to be Seriously engaged. 
“ From the fall disclosure which 
he seemed desirous of making ; 
his confession and lamentation of 
his sins ; his complaint of his own 


obduracy ; the suitableness which, 


he'saw in the ‘scheme: of Gospel 


mercy, to save even the vilest ;' 


and his:desire to accept salvation 
as a free gift, without money and 
without price; I began to in- 
dulge a hope that my labour 
might not be in vain, and, hav- 
ing put one or two tracts into his 
Hand, I left him. : 

' I saw him again in theevening, 
and-he received me with increas- 
ing marks of affection. We went 
over our former ground, and his 
mind seeemed much opened as to 
the freeness of salvation—and he 
again accused himself of obdura- 
cy. I put questions to him, as 
to particular parts of his former 
life. He seemed deeply hum- 
bled under the recollection of 
them, shed many tears of com- 
punction, 2nd attributed all his 
misery to his ignorance of God. 
He told me, that he often pray- 
ed—he was continually reading 
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the. Scriptures, or hearing them 
from another criminal, who at- 
tended him when I was not 
with him. He was very de- 
sirous to make restitution to the 
utmost ; and hoped the gentle- 
man, under whom he had off- 
ciated as clerk, would come the 
next day with the books, that he 
might correct them. His ex- 
pressions of gratitude were very 
ardent, more especially on three 
accounts :—that all, so far as he 
knew, whom he had injured, had 
so kindly and freely forgiven 
him’ :—that God had not suffer- 
ed him to escape, but had so 
overruled ‘circumstances as ta 
bring him to his preseni condi- 
tion, which he frequently declar- 
ed to be the happiest ot his life ; 


and lastly, that at this extremity 


God had raised him up so many 
kind friends, who were concerned 
for his soul, 
having. recommended certain parts 
of Scripture to his peru-al, with 
increased hopes, and with feel- 
ings still more interested in his fae 
vour. 

While I was conversing with 
Langhorne ‘on the followin 
morning (Tuesday,) the gentle- 
man was announced whote clerk 
he had been at the depdt. ‘Ina 
voice broken with emotions which 
he was unable tosuppress, he ad- 
dressed him first, and then turn- 
ing to me, said, ‘‘ I do assure you, 
sir, I had the fullest confidence in 
his mora] character ; Langhorne 
knows I had.” 
and am informed that Langhorne 
made a full disclosure of the va- 
vious frauds he had committed. 

I saw him again at four o’clock 
on the same day, and took a 
young friend with me, whom I 


I left him this night, 


I then left them, 
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who had agreed to assist me in 
my attendance on him. I said, 
**[ fear your mind is but ill pre- 
pared to speak of spirirual things 
after the agitation into which it 
must have been thrown this morn- 
ing.” ‘ Thank God,” he repli- 
ed, my mind is now disburden- 
ed. I am happy in having point- 
ed out ail my frauds; for Mr. 
or his family might have 
been involved some years hence, 
when the accounts are investiga- 
ted. He isone of the kindest of. 
men. What would he not do 
for me, if he could!’ It was 
with difficulty he could repress 
the tear from flowing, which stood’ 
in his eye, at the recollection of. 
the repeated kindness he had re- 
ceived from him. 

He told me that his feelings. 
had undergone a severe shock 
since he had seen me ; that, with. 
ollt any introduction, an old man, 
a carpenter, whom he remember- 
ed in his native village when he 
was a boy, stood before him, and 
said, ** Aye, young man ! I need 
not deck what your name is : that 
is. plain enough ; there is your 
father’s countenance, and your 
mother’ s eye.” He came to 
bring him alittle collection, which 
hé had made among his fellow: 
workmen in a distillery in which | 
he worked, thinking that it might 
be useful to him in his distress. 
“© Q !” said he, “ the old mau’s 
kindress, and all the recollections 
it brought wiih it, went home to 
my heart, and quite unmanned 
me. How unworthy am I of 
such attention, and how gracious 
is God’ in pérmitting it to be 
shewn me !” 

We then went over much of 
our old ground. We parted, as 
usual, with prayer, agreeing thay 
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guy kind coadjutor should 
spend an hour or two with him 
in the evening.—-He was locked 
up with him in his cell this eve- 
ning ; and their subject was that 
of the necessity of regeneration, 
from the 3d chapter of St. John, 
as his chief complaint was of the 
hardness of his heart, and his ia- 
capability of feeling as he ought 
the malignity of sin. Ina small 
tract which was given him, he 
pointed out to me more than one 
such passages as the following, as 
particularly expressing the feel- 
ings of his heart: ‘Strike this 
wretched heart of mine with a 
deep feeling of sin. O! shew 
me to my self—reveal thyself to 
my soul, and shew me how 
grievously I have offended thee.” 

The last twenty tour hours 
had now arrived, and our Subject 
became proportionately interest- 
ion 

On visiting him this morning, 
(W ednesday, ) I found him at- 
tentively reading a letter he had 


just received from his kind friend 


at Cambridge. It was full of 
pious feeling, and seemed to 
give him great comfort. . He ex- 
pressed his gratitude to bis friend, 

and to God for raising him ‘up at 
such a season. 

We were together for nearly 
two hours: his views appeared to 
me to be more clear, and his im- 
pressions to be more deep. We 
did not seek for accurate defini- 
tions or nice exhibitions of doc- 
trine ; but we looked for a heart 
preparing to meet its God, be- 
moaning its sins, broken and con- 
trite, and trusting for every thing 
zo the Divine mercy: and that 
trust no vague or indefinite confi- 
dence, buta confidence resting 
ea God’s appointed method of 





salvation, through the all. atcn- 
ing merits, the perfect obedience, 
and the prevailing intercession of 
a Saviour. My hope: respecting 
him were raised by this interview. 
He wished particularly to have 
nothing more to do with the 
world. He had appointed a 
friend to come to him, to arrange 
the necessary orders fer his fun- 
eral; and he spoke of this with 
the most unruffled copntenance, 
as ifthe bitterness of death was 
past. I had advised him to 
spare both himself and his wife 
the pangs of a solemn parting ; 
and his prevailing desire seemed 
to be, that no earthly thought 
should distract his mind, but that 
the remaining hours should be 
given to God. 

I returned to him by appoint- 
ment soon after six o’clock in the 
evening, and found him readin 
the Bible in his cell. We were 
now locked up together for the 
last time: a few hours only 
would pass, and his state would 
be fixed forever ; and asthe re- 
tiring step of the turnkeys was 
lost in the distance, it may be 
supposed that impressions of no 
ordinary character took possession 
of my mind. The triple doors, 
fastened with massy bolts, each 
secured in its socket by a padlock 

which enclosed us ; the cell stud- 
ded with nails, and presenting an 
appearance of the most jealous ¢e- 
curity : the dull clank of a fetter 
faintly heard through an orifice 
in the door, from the tenant of 
the next cell of condemnation ; 
but above all, the interesting ob- 
ject before me. seated by the side 
of his pallet, the tear of affection- 
ate welcome that glistened in his 
eye, and the periodical agh that 
relieved the oppression of nature 
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in his breast; all seemed to say, 
«Man can do nothing for us 
here: God alone can help us 
now.” 

We began by praying God to 
be with us, to bles: onr interview ; 
to deepen our impressions of th 
sinfulness of our sins, and to grant 
us a fuller confidenee in redeem. 
ing love. [had taken some books 
ot diffcrent kinds with tae, from 
which { might occasionally read 
some interesting: passages, for the 
purpose of iinstr ating the topics 
of ovr conversation. As St. 
Paul’s clock struck eight, he ap- 
nezred to meto experience a cud. 

den depression: probably the 
idea might have cecurred,— 
‘Twelve hours | renga te and i shall 
be in eternity! I introduced a 
conversation on tone of the more 
remarkable incidents of his hile. 
He detatled many particulars ; 
¢onstantly remarking, that it bad 
been a cotirse of sin and disap- 
peiritment ; and that he had nev- 
er been so happy as during the 
sve last days ot his life. His con- 
science, he said, was disburdened 
ef its load : he had made a full 
confession of his faults, and had 
received the kindest forgiveness 
from thase he had ingnred: he 
hoped that in Christ Jesus, God 


would forgive him also. He then 


mentioned the subject of his exe- 
éution, arid hoped it would please 
Ged to support him undey the 
trying scene. A gréat deal of in- 
teresting conversation succeeded 
on thissubject. I had taken with 
me your second volume, which 
contains the History of Fialey, and 
read ittohim., He had read it 
before, he told me, and fouad it 
very suitable to his own case; 
and he hoped that God would 
equally rupport him, and favour 


him with a sense of his forgive- 
ness. I found him at this time 
(about half past ten) becoming 
drowsy ; and told ‘eh that as ha 
had informed me he had had no 
sleep for the last two nights, on 
account of an attack of rheuma oe 
tism, he had better lie down and 
recruit his strength by sleep. In 
this he acquiesced, while I sat 

watching and praying beside him. 
He slept well for about an hour ; 
and we passed the remainder c 
our time in prayer. 

At twelve o’clock my coadjutor 
arrived, who was to remain with 
bim till my return in the morning. 
We agreed that the two first hour 
should be given to repose, that 
beth mind and body night be 
recruited. | 

He slept well during the time 
aereed on; and when he _ was 
roused and informed of the hour; 
he prepared himseif with preat 
alacrity to attend. to those reli- 
gious.exercises which might pre- 
pare his soul to meet his God.— 
In theee the next four hours were 
spent. . 

On my returning to him in the 
morning, I found that the fatal 
hour was now rapidly approach- 
ing; and it was no small com- 
fort to us to find him rising <n. 
papior to the weakness of nature, 

tipported, as we trusted he was, 
by a pood hope through grace. 

This comfortable hope arose 
at this time from the following 
considerations :—His tenderness 
for others. There were two poor 
men under condemnation, ‘for 
whore souls he had expressed his 
anxiety again and again: he had 
given them tracts. and appeared 
much interested for them :—His 
disregard of himself; ceemin 
himself unwerthy of the least at. 
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tention that was shewn him :— 
His self-accusation and condem- 
nation :—-His request to be dealt 
plainly with in the concerns of his 
soul ; bearing with great patience 
our repeated examinations and 
inquiries:—His readiness and 
anziety to hear any thing that 
would humble him, and exalt 
Christ as his Saviour :—His re- 
spect for the word of God :—His 
full and freguent admissien that 
the present dispensation was most 
righteously appointed, and his un- 
reserved submission to the will of 
God :—His repeated acknowl. 
edgment that lits present afflic- 
tion was the greatest mercy he 
had experienced, and that his 
happiness of late had exceeded 
that of any other period of his 
life:—His never offering the 
least excute, or palliation, or 
pretence for sin. He said, his 
long stay in the West Indies, 
without church,.or minister, or 
ehemene he. mirht be —— by 
some; but he felt no disposition 
to qualify his own vilene:s by 
any such pretext :—His often re- 
peated desire to attribute the 
prerent state of his mind to 
mere mercy, abjuring all self.de- 
pendence wh: ucver; and receiv- 
ing Jesus Christ, as hie full, suf- 
ficient, and perfect Saviour — 
His fervent expression: of grati- 
tude to God, for all the forgiv- 
nevs and kindne:s he received, 
and of which he was so utterly 
unworthy :—Tiis wish to depart 
and to be with Christ, lest he 
should live longer and offend 
him more by his sins. “A re- 
rieve now,” he said, ** would 
only make me unhappy !’—His 
unremitting attention to the care 
of his soul, avoiding all unne- 
eessary interruption from the 
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forthe parting scene. 


from all sin. 


~ 
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Fes. 


world, and eagerly returning to 
the one subject which engrossed 
him. 


To these evidences, we may 
add, the apparent sincerity and 
simplicity of his whole con4uct, 
which seemed to *peak a soul de- 
sirous of shewing itself in its true 
colours to man, as he shortly eX- 
pected it would appear in its real 
character before the heart-search- 


ing God. 


‘Thus encotraged, we prepared 
He left 
his cell, and we accompanied 
him toa more comfortable apart- 
ment. While he was at break- 
fast, his whole deportment was 
calm and composed. . I had be- 
fore mentioned to him the sub- 


ject of receiving the sacrament, 


and we had agreed that this or- 
dinance should be reserved as the 
last meal of which h® should par- - 
take in this world, that he might 
teed by faith on that immacul: ate 
Lamb there evidently set forth 
before him, whose blood cleanseth 
And here, sir, I 
should be wanting in justice to 


our exceilent Liturgy, if I did not 


declare how admirably adapted 


it was to. Meet our necessities in 
this trying moment. 


After the 
Prayer for the Church Militant, 
we came to the Exhortation ; du- 
ring and after which I endeavour- 
ed to impress the various partic- 
ulars contained in it more deep- 
ly on his mind by a short pause, 
distinctly repeating them as they 
are summed up together in the 


following short address: “ Ye 


that do truly,” &c. We then 
came to. the General Confession. 
His cries for mercy were strong 
“se ardent; and the glowing 
language of the sérvicé seemed * 
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well to suit the feelings of his 
heart. 

After the Absolution, I Tes 
peated and dwelt on those well- 
selected passages containing the 
very pith and essence of Gospel 
truth, which encourage the heart- 
broken sinner to car for mercy 
in Christ Jesus. After, which 
rich expressions of Divine mercy 
and love to the worst of sinners, 
we were well prepared to ascribe 
with angels aid. archangels, and 
all the glorious company of 
Heaven, “ All Jaud and praise 
and glory to Him who is the Ho- 
ly, Holy, Holy Lord God of 
Hosts,” and yet the Father, the 
Brother, arid the Comforter of 
man. 

It would be tedious to par tice 
ularize any further. The above 
is a general outline of what pass- 
ed on an_ occasion, which, as it 
will not be speedily erased from 
my memory, So I hope it will nev- 
er recur to my recollection with- 
out an increasing. attachment to 
‘<a form of sound words,” so ad- 
mirably adapted to express the 
mort ardent feelitigs of an awak- 
ened heart. . ; 

His faith and love being thus 
supported by this heavenly ban- 
quet, he seemed as a man who 
had nothing more to do with this 
world. . He declared, that in all 
his life he had never felt himself 
so happy ; thata reprieve, were 
it then toarrive, would be cruel- 
ty ; and that to die was indeed a 
privilege. 

At this time my friendly coad- 
jutor, exhausted by his long 
watching and the agitation of his 
feelings, burst into a flood of tears. 
I exhorted Langhorne.to cour- 
age, fearing the effect which such 
4n appeal to his feelings might 


have upon him ; and, on my res 
marking that we shed more tears 
than he did, he said,“ I am ine 
deed wonderfully supported— 
God be praised ad 

About this time he took two 
silk handkerchiefs from his pock- 
et, and placing one before each 
of us, desired us to accept them 
as a trifling memorial of him.— 
© Tt was all he had now to give,” 
he said, ** but they would remind 
us of him.” , They were yet wet 
with many 2 tear of godly sorrow 
which had fallen from his streame 
ing eyes. I desired him to take 
that he had placed before me, and 
to give it me when he had no fur. 
ther need of it. This, however, 
he declined, saying “that he 
should want itno more.” Ine 
deed, he never shed another tear, 
nor did he shew the least disposi- 
tion to this expression of his feel- 
ings.: 

The toll of St. Paul’s clock 
how informed us, that it. wanted 
but one quarter of an hour of the 
appointed time. This we spent 
in reading one or.two appropri 
ate hymns, and endeavouring to 
suggest such holy reflections as 
might divest death of his terrorsy 
and sustain his confidence in mere 
cy. On hearing footsteps, I op- 
ened the door, and found the sher- 
iffs prepared.to receive us. .I ang 
nounced their arrival, which he 
heard without apparent emotion, 


and immediately arose and assist - 


ed me, with his usual attentions 
in putting on my great coat, [ 
turned to him, and said, ‘ Nows 
God Almighty be with you, and 
strengthen you, and bear you tri- 
umphant over every foe—-remem- 
ber your Saviour !” 

After his irons were kincthed 
off, and his arms were confined} 
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he prepared to follow the sher- 
iffs to the scaffold. As he was 
passing from the press-yard, one 
- the turnkeys said, ** God bless 
ou, sir!” On hearing which, he 
cured to him, and replied, calm. 
ly and collectediy; ** I wish you 
all feltas I do now!” By this 
time I had joined him, and, tak- 
ing his arm, exherted him to trust 
in Him who had hitherto support. 
éd him. On our arrival at the 
cutward gate of the prison, which 
leads into the lobby, the bell of 
the priscn suddenly tolled owt the 
note of death, which appeared to 
startle him. I reminded him that 
the bell, the sceffold, the rope 
which bonnd him, &c. were but 
the accompaniment: of death, and 
that death was the friend of him 
who trusted in the Saviour. We 
had now arrived at the foot of 
the scaffold, where we had a- 
greed to part, as he kindly spar- 
ed us the terture of witnessing 
the la:t scene. Here I, for the 
fast time, commended him to 
God, and shook him by the hand, 
which he returned with expres- 
sions ef iis gratitude, and with a 
blessing. My friend also here 
bid him a last and affecttonate 
farewell, which he returned with 
Similar expressions of affecticn. 
We were informed, that when 
on the scaffold he tad remarked 
that it was better for him to die 
than t to live... He was, however, 
cinsiderably agitated as the finat 
¢vent zpproached ; but his death 
was near ly i instantaneous, without 
a struggle, and almost without 2 
sigh. 
Thus died, in the prime of life, 
one formed by nature to have 
ween 2 blessing to the circie in 





which he moved,—with talents 
adapted to a_ higher station,— 
with manners conciliating and at- 
tractive,——and with affections 
which might have endeared him 
in all the conditions of relative 
life, as husband, son, or father; 
but by neglecting his Gad, falling 
into vicious nabits. and indulging 
the corrupt prepensities of his 
heart, cut off by a premature 
death, like the flower of spring 
by the blast of the tardy winter, 
and yielding up his life to the 
violated laws of his country ! 

But, isthisall? No. It is all, 
perhaps, that nature presents to us 
of this subject; but grace directs 
our eyes to a more encouraging 
view. Although he fella victim 
to public justice, yet may we not 
indulge the hope, from the fore- 
gomg acccunt, that in that day 
when the thief, who was pardon- 
ed on the cross ; Manassah, who 
filled Jerusalem with biood ;— 
Onéesimus, the fraudulent slave, 
whom a sense of guilt drove from 
his master’s house ; and when, as 
he humbly hopes, the writer of 
these pages, once as far from God 
as any 2bove, shall with one voice 
ascribe their salvation to free 
grace and redéeming mercy 2 
lone ; the name of John Lang. 
horne may also be written in the 
book of life, and his voice be en- 
gaged with those of the redeem- 
éd in endless ascriptions of praise 
and glory. * Unto him that loved 
as and washed us from cur sins 
in his own blcod, and hath made 
ais kings and priests unto Ged 
and his Father, to him be glory 
and dominiog for ever and ever.’’ 
Amen, 
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Liclipious Communication. 


TEOQUGHTS ON THE WORDS, **1 AM THE ROOT AND THE OFFSPRING OF 


DAYID.’’ 


Those words seem to contain 
ideas inconsistent with each oth- 
er. The person speaking, in this 
passage, is Christ. I Je-ys have 
sent mine angel to testify unto 
you these things in the churches : 
Iam the root and off:pring of 
David. Can a root be a branch, 
and a branch a root, at the same 
time ? Jesus Christ is the root, 
the Father. or creator of David. 
At the same time, he is the off- 
Spring, or son of David. How 
can thee seeming inconsistences 
be reconciled ? 

Christ is not, in a literal sense, 
aroot. And as he is here called 
a root, the word must be under- 
stood in a figurative sense. And 
this figure teaches, 

1. That Christ Jétus was be- 
fore David. As aroot produces 
branches, it must exist antecedent 
to them. All causes are antece- 
dent to their effects. And as 
Christ is the root of David, he ex- 

@ :ed before him. Our Lord ex- 
pressly said, before Abraham was, 
lam. Andhe styles himself Da- 
vid’s Lord. And the Lord said 
unto my Lord sit thou on my 

right hand; P:alm cx. 1. In 
Gerid’ s Gay "Chris st was his Lord, 
which is a full proof, that he was 
before David. As it cannot be 
dispuied, and must be granted, 
that Christ exi-:ted before Abra- 
ham, and David; what the char- 
acter of the pre existent per:on 
was, i; on enquiry, of great im- 
portance. Reepecting this dif- 
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ferent opinions are embraced. 

Some say, Christ was the first 
and the greatest being ever crea- 
ted; that he was created before 
all worlds. Hence he was before 
Abraham. This is the sentiment 
of Arians. And, in their view, 
Christisa creature. But this sen- 
timent is confuted by all those 
texts, where Christ is called God, 
the true Ged, and where divine 
attributes, and the creation of 
worlds are ascribed tohim; and 
where we are commanded to pay 
him divine honors. 

Others profess to believe, Christ 
is g derived but not a crea.ed be- 
ing. He is the begotten son of 
God, and this, they say, necessa- 
rily implies derivation. And 
they mean, that the person, na- 
Sure, and character of Christ are 
derived. 

Now it is certain, that a deriv- 
ed being had a beginning, or he 
had not; is finite or infnite; is 
produced, or isnot; is depend. 
ent, or independent. 

If it be said, that Christ had a 
beginning, was produced, is fi- 
nite, and “dependent, then there is 
no essential difference between 
himn, and a mere creature. 

Yor by a creature is meant 2 
being, who bas a beprene Z, is 
produced, 12 finite, and depenc- 
ent. But if Christ had uo uegi iA. 
Ning, was not produced, and is 
infinite, and independert, he iz the 
self existent, eternal Jehovah. 
Accordingly, Christ is only a 
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mere creature, or the living, and 
true God. And as those, who 
believe he is a derived, but nota 
created being, expressly assert, he 
is not the self-existent, eternal 
God, they cannot consistently 
view him any thing more, than a 
mere creature. And those pas. 
sages of scripture, which confute 
the Arian, equally confute this 
scheme. 

A third opinion is, that Christ 
is the true God. This sentiment 
they consider as fully supported 
by all those scriptures, which 
confute the schemes just stated. 
Ait the same time, those, who a- 
gree, that Jesus is the second pet- 
son in the Godhead, and equal 
with the father, differ from each 
other concerning his sonship. 

Some say, the second person 
was eternally begot:en, and for 
this reason is called the son of 
God. Others say ‘an eternai gen- 
eration is an abturdity. For to be 
begotten necessarily implies deri- 
Vation ; and that derivation im- 
plies a beginning. So that to 
say, Christ was eternally bégot- 
ten implies, that he was eternal, 
yet had a beginning, which is an 
evident absurdity." Those, who 
reject this sentiment, say, that the 
human nature of Christ was be- 
gotten, and united to the second 
person in the Godhead. “And 
by virtue of this union, the second 
person in the Godhead is called 
the son of God. ' And this senti- 
ment they think is fully support- 
ed by these words, and the Angel 
answered, and said unto her, the 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, 
and the power of the highest shall 
Overshadow thee, therefore also, 
that:holy thinz, which shall be born 
of thee, shail be called the son of 
God 
* The person, called Jesus Christ, 
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is eternal. But the human nat- 
ure united to him was begotten, 
was derived, is finite, aud depen- 
dent. And the union of this hu- 
man nature to the second person 
in the Godhead is the ground, 
and reason, why this person is cal- 
led the son of God. For what- 
ever may be truly affirmed of the 
nature of any person, may be tru- 


' ly affirmed of the person himself. 


Men have two natures, one of 
which is mortal, and the other 
immortal, united in the same per- 
son. Hence of man considered 
as a person, it may be truly af- 
firmed, that 4e is both mortal, 
and immortal. And as two dif- 
ferent natures are united in the 
person, styled Jesus Christ, it 
may be affirmed of him, that he 
isdivine, and human, the son of 
God and the son of man, For 
one of his natures was begotten by 
God, and dorn of the virgin Ma- 
ry: Being begotten by God, he 
is his father, and Christ is his son ; 
and being conceived in the womb, 
and born of the virgin Mary, he 
is called the son of man. 

‘In the sacred oracles ignoe 
rance, and omniscience, weakness 
and omnipotence, dependence 
and independence, humanity and 
divinity, are predicated of th3 
person, Christ Jesus. Indeed, ev- 
ery thing, ‘sin excepted, which 
may be affirmed of man, and ev- 
ery attribute, which belongs to 
God, are affirmed of the person, 
called Jesus Christ. © 

He says, Mark xiii. $2. But of 
that day, and that hour, knoweth 
no man, no not the angels, which 
are in heaven, neither the Son, 
but the Father. Here Christ as- 
serts his ignorance of the time, 
when the day of judgment would 
commence. In Mark ii. S- It 8 
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said, and immediately when Je- 

sus perceived in his spirit, that 

they so reasoned within them. 

selves, he said unto them, why 

reason ye these things in your 

hearts? see also John 11. 24, 23. 

As it requires omniscience to per- 

ceive the thoughts of the heart, 

omniscience is here ascribed to 

our Lord. In John viii. 28, 29, 

He axerts his dependence, then 

shall ye know, that I am he, and 

that J do nothing of myself ; and he 
that sent me is with me, the fa- 
ther hath not left me alone. But 
in John x. 17, }8, He asserts his 
omnipotence, independence, and 
absolute right to dispose of his 

life according to his pleasure -= 
Therefore doth my father love 
me, because 1 lay down my life, 
that I may take it again. No 
man taketh it from me, ! lay it 
down ¢f myself, I have power to 
lay it down, and | have power to 
take itagain. Nowno being has 
aright to dispose of his lite, or 
can by an act of his will die, and 
revive again, but an independant, 
omnipotent being. Here observe, 
two distinct persons are not unit- 
ed in Christ ; he is but one indi- 
vidual person. And of this one, 
and same’ person, directly oppo- 
site things are aflrmed, oppo-ite 
personal properties. And there 
is no way ta reconcile these ap- 
parent inconsistences, but or this 
principle, that two different nat- 
ures are united in the same per- 
son. ‘Things as directly opposite 
are predicated of the same man, 
considered as a persor ; that heis 
mortal, and immortal, material, 
and immaterial. We know two 
Datures are united in man, and 
this explains the consistency of 
such opposite affirmations ; and 
seeming coatradictions. But, on 
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supposition, men had only one 
nature, such contradictions wouid 
never be reconciied. 

Likewise, on supposition there 
is but one nature belonging to the 
person of Christ, -it would be im- 
possible to reconcile these contra- 
dictory things afirmed cf him. 
Agebrdingly thoze contradictory 
things affirmed of Christ in ecrip- 
ture are incontestible proof, that 
a human, and divine nature, are 
united in him. Onthis ground, 
all those seeming contradictions 
vanish, aud apparent inconsistex- 
cieS are easily reconciled. 

The sentiment, therefore, that 
the humun nature begotten by 
God in the womb of the virgin 
Mary, and born of her, and unit- 
ed to the second person in the 
Godhead, on account of which 
union, the second perton is called 
the son of God, appears to have 
most scripture for its support, 
and to be mo:t agreeable to the 
dictates of sober reason. 

According to this sentiment, 
he is the true, living, and eternal 
God, who was bcfore Abraham, 
and David, as aroot exists ante- 
cedent to its branches. Here let 
it be observed, it was not the hu- 
man nature cf Christ, which pre- 
existed before Abraham, and the 
creation of worids. For his hu- 
man nature never exi-ted, till it 
was begotten in the womb of the 
virgin Mary. But it was ihe se. 
cond person inthe Godhead, whe 
existed before Abraham and Da- 
vid, and from eternity. 

This is one thing implied ir 
his being the root of David, that 
he existed before David was born. 
And in this sense the passage un- 

der consideration fully proves the 
divinity of our Lord. 

2. This figure teaches, that 
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Christ was David’s creator. 
A root produces branches.— 
Hence as Christ is the root of Da- 
vid, he produced, or created him. 
Christ Jesus is the creator of 
all things. By him all things 
were created, and without him 
was not any thing made, that is 
made. For by him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in the earth, visible, and 
invisible, whether they be thrones 
or dominions, principalities, or 
owers ; all things were created 
G him, and forhim. And heis 
before all things, and by him all 
things consist. 

David was acreature ; and as 
Christ created all things, he crea- 
ted David. He is the root, which 
preduced David. As this figure 
proves, that Christ is David’s cre- 
ator, it proves his divinity. For 
no being can create, but the eter- 
nal Jehovah. It is now evident, 
that the figure used in this pas- 
Sage, implies, that Christ was de- 
fore David, and his creator. And 
as acreator is Lord over. those 
created, Christ was David’s Lord, 
and King. This passage, there- 
fore, estabiishes the self existence, 
eternity, and real divinity of our 
blessed Savior. 

It will now be shown, in what 
sense Christ is the offspring of Da- 
vid. He is often, in prophecy, 
styled the dranch from David.— 
Isaiah xi. 1. And there shall 
come forth a rod out of the stem 
of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots. Behold the days 
come saith the Lord, that I will 
raice unto David a righteous 
branch, Jer. xxui.5: See also, 
Jer. xxxiii. 15; and Zech. iii. 8. 
‘The branch and offspring of Da- 
vid mean the same thing, Now 


both Jo:eph and Mary were of 


xxii. 16. Trp. 
the house and lineage of David. 
Asa branch proceeds from a root, 
so parents are the root, from 
whom their off:pring proceed.— 
I¢ was the human nature of Christ 
wnt , that proceeded from the lin- 
eof David. And respecting 
the ‘hunens nature of Christ two 
different opinions are embraced. 
One i is, that nothing was born of 
the virgin Mary, byt a human 
body, a body without a human 
soul. ‘This body, it is said, was 
united to the pre-exi-tent, deriv. 
ed soul of Christ, begotten by the 
father. And they” attempt to 
support this opinion by such pas- 
sages as these; the word was 
made fresh, and dwelt among us ; 
which was made of the seed of 
David according to the flesh. 

But this sentiment does not 
agree with many things taught 
us in the sacred Oracles. . There 
we are informed, that the child 
born of Mary grew in wisdom 
and stature, Luke ii. 52. A 
human body is nothing but mat- 
ter. And wisdom cannot be pre- 
dicated of mere matter. And 


an increase of wisdom cannot be 


predicated of the divine nature, 

ecause its knowledge i is infinite, 
and incapable of any increase.— 
This passage, also, implies an ev- 
ident distinction between the soul 
and body of Christ. For it is 
proper to say of the body, that it 


increases in stature, and of the. 


soul that it increases in wisdom. 
And as it would be improper and 
false to assert the contrary, this 
passage evidently proves, that a 
soul, which could grow in wis- 
dom, and a body, which could 


grow in stature, constituted the. 


human nature of Christ. And 
the soul, which Christ had, can- 
not mean his divine, or pre-exist- 
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entsoul. For if that increases in 
wisdom, it is finite, and if finite it 
is a created soul. But thote, 
who advocate the above ‘eenti- 
ment, say, Christ is not a crea- 
ture. but a divine person; yet 
not the self existent, eternal God. 
And ifhe is a divine person, his 
increasing in wisdom cannot be 
accounted for only on supposition 
he had a human, created soul. 

Again. Christ is expressly 
stvled a man ; the nan Christ Je- 
sus. 1 Tim. ii. 5. A man has a 
soul and body united. So that 
a body without a soul is not 
what we mean by thé term man. 
OF course, if Christ had not a hu- 
man soul and body unfted, he 
would not be called, with any 
propriety, a man. 

He is, also, styled the son of 
man. But a body without a 
soul would be viewed a monster, 
instead of a proper son. Hence, 
as Tt is evident, that the child 
born of Mary was 2 proper son, a 
man, capable of gYowing in wis- 
dom, and stature; or, in other 
words, a child with a hitman 
body and soul united, this man is 
the off; “pring of David. And 
when it is said, that Christ was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
the obvious meaning, is that 
where the second person in the 
Trinity was united to the child 
born of Mary, he became flesh, 
became visible to mortal eyes, 
and visibly dwelt among us. He 
was God fhanifest in the flesh, 
God united to a human nature. 

I am the root and cfispring 
of David. From what has been 
eaid it is evident, that Christ can- 
not be styled the root of David, 
unless he was before him, and his 
Creator. And as he was before 
Fim, and his creator, he is the 


true God; a self existent, eternal 
person. And as he could not 
with any propriety be called the 
offspring of David, unless he had: 
a human soul and body united, 
the passage is a decided proof of 
his humanity. Hence this pas- 
sage fully proves, that Christ is 
both God, and man; or that our 


nature 1S united to the second per- » 


son in the Godhead, who is self- 
existent and eternal. And it is. 
on the ground of this union, of 
two very different natures in one 
person, that we can_ reconcile 
the numerous, and, at first view, 
the contradictory things affirmed 
of him. But, on the ground as- 
sumed, théy are easily reconciled. 

What wonders, and glories 
meet in the person of ovr Lord. 
He is, in all respects, such a Save 
ior, as the sinful world needed. 

He is a sunto enlighten, warm 
and comfort the hearis of his peo- 
ple. He isa shepherd to feed and 
protect his flock. Heisa chief 
corner stone,a sure foundation,on 
which we may build our hopes, 
and rest our souls with perfect 
safety for eternal life. In Christ 
sinners may find every thing they 
need, or can desire. 


Are you dead, and need life? 


He can give it. Are you blind? 
He can give you eyes to see, a 
sense to discern his divine beau- 
ties. Are you naked? He can 
clothe you with garments white 
andclean. Are you deformed, 
and objects of disgust? He can 
adorn you as he did the prodigal, 


aud render you proper objects of 


his delight. Are you hungry ? 
He can feed you with heavenly 
bread. Are you thirsty? Hecan 
give you drink from living foun- 
tains of water. Are you poor ? 
He can enrich you with heayes. 
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ly treastires, and give you pos- 
session of aneternal kingdom — 
Are you weak? He can give 
you strength to face danger with. 
out fear, the greatest enemies with 
undaunted courage, and a final 
victory forever. If you are cold 
and stupid ; he can warm your 
hearts with divine love, and ani- 
mate you with life and Zeal. Are 
you strangers to the dark valey 
of death, “and fear to enter it? 
Christ has passed it, and vanquish- 
ed the king of terrors. He can 
lead you safely throvgh, and 
comfort and support you with 
his rod and staff; he can fill you 
with such joy in that trying 
hour, that you will sing, O death, 
where is thy Sting, 9 grave, 
where is thy victory, Do you 
need a porter to open the gate of 
heaven, arid give you admit- 
tance? Christ openeth and no 
man shiitteth. He will open the 

ate, and say. enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord. 

In Christ yoti can find a sup- 
ply of all your wants; and 
enough to satisfy all your desires. 
Where can you find another 
character, who ¢an do all this? 
Then, who is so lovely, so glori- 
ous, so worthy of vour love, as 
the Lord Jesus? Then come to 
him, put ail your trust in him, 
and he willgave you. But if you 
continue to reject nim, and set 
him at nought, he will fall upon 
* you, and grind ydu to powder. 

And this lovely character is 
the believers friend, yea, husband, 
who surpasses men and angels, 
and all the beauties of creation in 
plory. Can you behold his glo- 
2 unaffected, without one emo- 
tion of love and delight? Re- 
member heis your friend. ‘Then 
freat him kindly. He is your 


Fes. 


Savior, Treat him, then, with 
respect. He is your hu band. 
Render to him entire obedience. 
Oh live worthy of him to whom 
you are united. Let your life re- 
lect honor on his name. _ Prove 
faithful, and suffer no other be- 
loved to steal away your heart. 
Then he will soon come, and re- 
ceive you to himself, that where 
he is you may be also, to behold 
bis glory, and sing his praise: 
Yes tolive with him, who is the 
root and offspring of David, God; 
and man, whose leadtios will 
feat your eyes with endless, ins 
creasing joy. 
CYPRIANe 


ON SUNDRY PREVAILING SINS. 
No I, 

Aone “ the statutes, and 
judgments, and laws, which the 
Lord made between him and the 
children of Israel, in mount Sinai, 
by the hand of Moses,” are many 
important lessons, full of instruc. 
tion to us, as a people, under the 
dire calamities with which, a ho- 
ly God, is now visiting us, for 
our iniquities. . 

The people of Israel experiene 
ced the kindness of heaven, so 
long as they were obedient te 
God { btit, when they became re- 
bellious, they felt his judgments. 
These truths were recorded, “ for 
our léarning and admonition :’ 
and they assure us, that, if we 
walk in the ways of dicobedient 
nations, we shall partake of their 
placues. 


God assured his ancient people 
that if they walked contrary to 


him, he would walk contrary to, 


them, and woald punish thém 
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with still greater severity, than 
he had before dene: ant thro’ 
them, we are instructed, what we 
are to expect, if we walk contra- 
ry to God. : 

Walking ecaers unto God, 
implie: living either in an open 
violation of his commands, or in 
anevlect of instituted duties. — 
Every person, walks contrary to 
God, when he doth that which 
the divine law forbids, or neg. 
lects todo what God hath com- 
manded. 

- It may be useful, to sessile 
some of the many ways in which 
people manifest their contrariety- 
to God. God hath been pleased 
to commit unto usthe Oracles of 
unerring truth, in whtch a sum- 
mary of our: duty is plainly re- 
vealed ; and hath required all 
persons to be diligent in search- 
ing for truth, in this pure foun- 
tain. The Bible contains the rules 
of our duty to God, to our neigh- 
bor, -and to ourselves. It teach- 
eth us our duty, as men, as chris- 
tians, as rulers, as subjects, as 
husbands, as wives, as parents, 
as children, aS masters, as ser- 
vants ; and in every other rela- 
tion in which we stand, either to 
God or civil community.. There- 
fore it is impossible for persons, 


in any of the just msntioned sta- 


tions and relations, to discharge. 
the duties incumbent on them, in 
a right manner, unless they make 
themselves conversant 'with the 
holy scriptures... ‘To this fountain 


of information, we are command-: 


ed to repair, for instruction, in 
all duties : and.if. we neglect to 
search the scriptures to know our 
duty, me walk contrary to God. 

. People may be said to’ walk 


contrary unto God, wien they 


indulge themselves in profane 
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swearing. ‘* Thou shalt not take 

the name of the Lord thy God 

in vain,” is the solemn declarae 

tion of the Most High. Contra 

ry to this and to many other sime 

ilar commands, our ears are fre« 

quently ‘assailed with the lane 

guage.of the bottomie's pit. We 

need not go to the ignorant, and: 
to the lower class in society, to 

hear this language ; : although' 
it isa dialect, with w hich they are 

acquainted ; but we hear it from 

those, who fain would be thought 
reputable in society and even. 
from the infant tongues of those, 

who ought to be liping praises 

to their Creator, we hear the aw- 
ful language. Children, nataral- 
ly prone to evil, soon catch the 

profane language of their par- 
ents: und frequently we behold 

parents and children, boiling with 

rage, and unitedly belching out 
their anathemas upon each other. 
Ascending iato more public sta- 
tions, we ‘sometimes hear the 
eame profane language from the 
lips of those, who are under the 
solemn oath of God to suppress 
profanity. Such persons are 
guilty of perjury, every time they 
uee profane language themselves, 
or neglect to punish, according 
to their oath, others who are guil- 
ty, in their presence, of profaning 
the name of the Lord. 

’ Profanity is one of the crying 
sinsof our land: and every per- 
son, with the Bible in his hand, 
cannot but know that it is express« 
ly forbidden. It is not only pros: 
hibited in the word of God ; but 
is forbidden in our ownlaw ;: and 
it is time that magistrates should 
see the law executed. Itis no 
trifling matter to have the law of 
God and man, on the same sub. 
ject, trampled upon with impunis 
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nity. The time is coming when 
an account must be rendered for 
all our profanation of God’s 
name, and for all our neglect in 
endeavoring to suppress the hor. 
rid evil. 

Perjury is another awful crime, 
contrary to the law of God and 
man. A person is guilty of per- 
jury, when he gives knowingly, 
under oath, a false testimony.— 
But thisis not the only way, in 


which persons may be guilty of 


this sins Every magistrate and 
civil officer, who has been qualifi- 
ed according to law, by taking 
the oath of office, is bound, by hts 
oath, to make due presentment, 
to lawful authority, of every 
breach of law, which comes to 
his knowledge ; and every ma- 
gistrate is bound to notice every 
presentment legally made. But 
should the one neglect to make 
due presentment, and the other 
not act upon complaint, when le- 
gally made both wouid be guilty 
of violating their oaths of office. 
When a people become intem- 
perate in the use of ardent spirits, 
they walk contrary unto God.— 
For the causes and fatal effects 
of this sin, the writer of this artic- 


Je would refer his readers to the 


numbers of the Adviser for May 
and June,-of the fifth volume. 
Lving and falsehood are sins 
by which persons manifest their 
contraisty to God. Frequently, 
the most abominable fal-enoods 
are uttered, with a design to pro- 
mote dissention, and to accom- 
plish some wicked party purposes. 
As a people, we are not cufficient- 
ly. careful to speak the truth, each 
one with his neighbor ; but mis- 
repreentation, _ either through 


eriminal inattention, or by design, 


appears to be the fashion of the 


day. When such is thé prevaik. 
ing custom, it destroys much of 
the comfort of civil society, and 
opens a door for the introduction 
of confusion and every evil work; 

_ Another way, in which persons 
may be said to walk contrary to 
God is, indulging ill will, and a 
spirit of enmity, towards those, 
who have injured them. To in- 
dulge such a spirit towards any 
of the human family is a violation 
of the divire law ; and it is man- 
ifesting the same _ disposition, 
which is the charatteristic of the 
great enemy of mah. The dis 
vine law requires us to do good 
to all men, as we have opportu. 
nity ; and todo no injury to any. 
But if we breathe out threatning 
and slaughter against our breth- 
ren, of whatever nation they may 
be, how different are we from our 
blessed Master, who was abun- 
dant in labors for the good of sins’ 
ners, like ourselves. It especial 
ly becomes those, who profes to 
be the disciples of Jesus, to tread 
in his steps, and never to indulge 
a spirit of ill-will and enmity a- 
gainst any of mankind, lest they 
be found even to fight against 
God. 

People walk contrary to God, 
when they neglect family govern- 
ment, instruction and religion. 
What was said of Eli may be 
said of many heads of families a- 
mong us: Their children make 
themselves vile, and they restrain 
them not. Some narents, no 
doubt, endeavor to govern their 
households well ; but whilé num. 
bers are without restraint, it is 
very difficult to make any sue- 
cessful resistance to that torrent 
of vice, which threatens to un- 
dermine and destroy. all salutary’ 
restraints 
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One great reason, why family 
government is rendered so diff- 
eult is aneglect of family reli- 
gion and instruction. In fami. 
ties, where God’s name is never 
mentioned, except in a profane 
manner, children are not taught 
to fear and reverence their Ma- 
ker : and where the fear of God 
has no influence, the fear of man 
will soon be overcome. Whea 
children are not taugit their de- 
pendence on God, and their ac- 
countability to him ;_ when they 
are not instructed to reverence 
and obey the divine law, they will 
soon despise those laws of men, 
that thwart their corrupt desires ; 
and willbe instruments of spread- 
ing thro’ society confusion and 
every evil work. 

' God requireth parents to bring 
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up their children, “in the nur- 
ture & admonition of the Lord.’’ 
That they may beable te do this 
they must early endeavor to instil 
into their minds some just ideas 
of God; his moral government 
of the world; his love to sinners, 
in the gift of a Savior ; and his 
kindness in giving to man the Bi- 
ble, which contains all needful in- 
structions in truth and duty. All 
parental instructions should be 
followed with prayer to God for 
hig blessing. 

O ye parents, remember that 
your children are given you to 
educate tor God : therefore stu- 
dy to be faithful to the trust re- 
posed in you, that you may be 
able, at the last solemn day, to 
render up your account with joy. 

R. i. 


wee 


Miscellany. 


THE COTTAGER’S WIFE. 


( Concluded from page 23.) 


I know not, whether the ac- 
count which | have already sent 
of my poor parishioner, M. W—, 
may have interested any of my 
readers: yet judging from my 
own feelings in similar cases, I 
cannot but suppose that some of 
them have been gratified by the 
simple and unaffected piety both 
of M. and of her mother ; and 
may be desirous to see the con- 
clusion of my narrative, which I 
prornised in my former paper. I 
shall proceed, therefore, with my 
tustic history without farther pre- 
face. 


On the Friday following the 
preceding conversation with M.’s 
mother, being Christmas-day, I 
repai:ed to my village church to 
celebrate that truly joyful festi- 
val; and to unite with it the 
commemoration of the death of 
that gracious Saviour, at the re- 
collection of whose birth we had 
previously rejoiced. Although 
the morning was unusually cold, 
the bh ostien” of the winter’s sun 
were bright and cheering, and 
seemed to hail the return of that 
hallowed season, in which, with 
so much propriety, we are invit- 
ed to express our gratitude for 
the dawning of that “ Day- “Spring 
from an high” which can alone 
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s¢ guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” My rustic flock assem- 
bied in the house of: God ; and 
while our thanksgivings and pray- 
ers ascended, I trust, with ac- 
ceptance before the, Throne of 
Grace, the hearts of some at least 
amongst us were, I hope, warm- 
ed by our meditations on the an. 
gelic anthem ,which so clearly 
and beautifully describes the bles- 
sed effects of the Savior’s birth: 
** Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will to- 
wards men.’”? The sacramental 
table was next approached, where 
in unison with multitudes of our 
christian brethren throughout the 
world, we again joined in that 
exalted hymn; and, together 
with our praises for the finished 
work of redemption, offered up 
our supplications to Him that sit- 
teth * at the’ right hand of God 
the Father,” to “ have mercy up- 
on us,” and to receive our pray- 
ers.” The delightful service of 
the sanctuary being thus ended, 
I proceeded to the cottage of my 
poor sick friend ; and, as it was 
very near the church, the clerk 
followed with the eacred provis- 
ion of which we had just partak- 
en at the public communion. 

I found M. anxicu ly expect- 
ing us. Her little. chamber had 
been made as neat as possible for 
the occasion; and in one corner 
of ita napkin was spread on a ta- 
bie, at which we were to com- 
memorate the last Supper of our 
Lord. There is someth.-¢ pe- 
culiar! ly sclemn and affecting in 
every celebration of this holy in- 
stitution ; but the interest of the 
service has always appeared to 
me to be greatly heiglitened, 
when administered to the sick and 
dying christian. Much as thee 
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sacred mysteries have been abus- 
ed by superstition, and vainly re- 
lied on by ignorance and self. 
righteou-ness, there does teem to 
me to be an eminent propriety in 
exhibiting.. to the ceparting be- 
liever, ‘¢ Jesus Christ and him crue 
cified,” in the evident and signif- 
icant symbols of the sacrament. 
The weakness of nature, oppress 
sed by mortal idisease and pain, 
then especially requires the assists 
ance of these outward memorials, 
and although the appetite for 
‘the bread which pericheth,” 
may now be nearly extinct ; yet 
the de:ire for that ** which came 
down from heaven,” and “ en- 
dureth unto everlasting Ife,” 
which * the Son.of Man giveth,” 
may perhaps be more than ever 
lively and sincere... The christe 
ian, therefore, entering | on the last 
stage of his earthly pi! igrimage, 
is prmnerns and justly anxious ta 
be provided with that sacred vis 
aticum which is to cheer his faint- 
ing spirits, and to support his 
weary steps in the dark valley of 
the shadow of death. With this 
blessed table spread before him, 
and with the presence and guid. 
ance of the great Master of the 
feast, he fears no evil: his rod 

and his staff, they comfort him. 
It was under these impressions, 


that I met and found my poor, 


atishioner. ‘To my inquiries as 
to her bodily health, she replied, 
that she felt her:elf rapidly declin- 
ing ; but that she was much more 
peaceful and happy in her mind 
than she had ever been before. 
‘¢T have been longing, sir, for 
this day to come; for 1 can truly 
say with my Savior himself, § that 


With desire have I desired to eat 


this passover before I suffer.””— 
“JT rejoice to hear you say so,” 
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caid I: “and now let us pray 
that Christ may be present with 
us, by his Spirit, to biess' us.’ 

‘| have been praying for this, 
sir, before you came, and I do 
hope and believe that he will be 
with us; for Tcome to himasa 
poor, peri: hing sinner, and put 
my whole trust in him for par- 
don and salvation. I have been 
thinking, this morning, of his love 
in coming down from heaven to 
save us; and how much he -uf- 
fered, that we might not perish, 
but have everlasting life: and 
now I rejoice in this opportunity 
of receiving the sacrament of his 
blessed ‘body and blood.—Ah ! 
sir, you see we have not been able 
to per uade my poor husband to 
take it with me; but I earnestly 
hope that. you will prevail upon 
him to receive it when I am gone, 
and that God will give him grace 
to become a-true crhistian.” 

We now prepared for our af- 
fecting service. M. her poor ag- 
ed mother, myself, and my clerk, 
were alone present. M. desired 
to be jified up in the bed, that she 
might join in the communion 
with as much solemnity and at- 
tention as her extreme weakness 
would allow. She was accord- 
ingly supported as well as circum- 
stances admitted ; and emaciat- 
ed as she was, the delusive cclor 
in he cheeks, and the ‘brilliancy 
of her eyes, animated partly by 
the fatal fire of diveare and partly 
by the more serene fervor of de- 
votion, rendered her an interest- 
ing object of contemp!auion.— 
We began our supplications to 
Him who corrects tho:e whom 
he loves, and chastises every one 
whom he receives, that he would 
have mercy upon her who was 
now visiied by his and, and grant 
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that she might take her sickness 
patiently, and recover her bo dily 
health (:f such were his gracicus 
will,) and that, whensoever her 
sou! should depart from the body, 
it might be without spot present- 
ed unto Him, through Jesus 
Christe our Lord. We read the 
consoling admonition of the 4- 
postle, in the tweifth chapter of 
the Epistie to the Hebrews, 
which is adopted in the opening 
of the precedmg prayer, and the 
still more encouraging and ines. 
timable declaration of our Savior, 
in the fitih chapter of St. John’s 
Gospel; * Verily, verily, [ say 
finto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condems. 
nation ; but is passed from death 
unto life.” ] shall not soon for. 
get the devout and animated look 
of gratitude which, with clas ped 
h ands, M. directed towards hoon 
en. while i pronounced the:e de- 
lightfu. words. I must not, how. 
ever, detain your readers, Mr. 
Editor, by detailng every step 
in the prégress of this interes hi 
service ; suffice it to say, that my 
poor friend joined with the most 
marked and lively Cevotion in ev- 
ery pait of ity in the humbling 
confession of sin, in the gracious 
declarations and promises of for- 
giveness through faith in the a- 
toning bluod of our Redeemer, 
and in the glowing ascriptions of 
praise to Almighty God * for hig 
unspeakable pitt.’ The so'cmn 
and heartteit tone in which she 
contirmed her hope ot eterna: sal. 
vation through the sacrifice cf 
Christ upon the cross, as the re 
cetved the visible emb! ems of h 
body and blood and the tokens o f 
his dying love, was sceliial 
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impressive ; and satisfied me that 
she was indeed “ feeding on Him 
in her heart,by faith with thanks. 
giving.” Nor was the ‘deport- 
ment of her aged mother iess 
striking and edifying. There was 
in her a mingled air of grief, sub- 
mission, and devout thankfuiness, 
which encouraged the best hopes 
of her real piety, and greatly ad- 
‘ded to the solemnity and interest 
of this affecting scene. For my- 
self, while my heart was lifted up 
to Him whose death we had been 
commemorating, in gratitude and 
praise for his exceeding great 
love in thus dying for us, aad in 
instituting these holy mysteries, 
and in prayer for the sanctified 
improvement of our late partici- 
pation in them, I could truly 
say, “* Lord, it is good for me to 
be here.” So thought my dying 
parishioner also: for, as I was 
preparing to take my leave of 
her, she suddenly observed. “O ! 
this i: more than I ever felt be- 
fore.’ Fearing that her exer- 
tion in sitting up, during the ad- 
ministration of the sacrament, 
had produced some additional 
uneasines, 1 saidto her, * Is it 
pain that you feel?” ‘ Oh! no, 
sir ; comfort, happiness, such as 
I never before experienced. My 
Saviour isindeed with me, He 
is mine, andl] am his. I cannot 
doubt that he will forgive and 
save me. He knows that I love 
him above all things, and desire to 
be with him ; but Iam willing to 
wait, and to suffer whatever he 
pleases to lay upon me; and 
when the holy will of God is 
done, lhope to dwell with him 
forever in heaven. Iam truly, 
thankful sir, for this blessed sac- 
rament, and have now but iitile 
more to do or wish for as_to this 
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world; but I hope you will 
come and see me as long as I re- 
main here—that will be a great 
comfort tome. Do not grieve, 


my dear mother’:” perceiving “ 


her venerable parent ia tears ;—> 
‘¢ it is the willof God, you know 
that my journey should be so 
short ; but, blessed be his holy 
name, I feel that 1 am in the 
way to heaven, and there, I hope, 
you will shortly meet me. When 
Mr. N—- preached, poor Mr. 
P——’s funeral sermon, sir,’’ ad- 
dressing herseif to me, * he told 
us that he was goneto see the 
King of glory ; and J trust I am 
going to tee him also.” * I trust 
you are,” said I, “and rejoice 
to find that ‘you are able to look 
forward with so delightful a hope. 
We have prayed for this—and 
now I only hope and pray, that 
God will continue to be with you; 
that he will sanctify you in body; 
soul and spirit, and preserve you 
to his heavenly kingdom.” ; 

Under the influence of these 
feelings, I left the cottage of my 
poor sick friend, and returned 
home with an ‘increased convic- 
tion of the infinite value of the 
Gospel, and still more firmly per- 
suaded, by all that I had just seen 
and felt, thatit isthe grand rem- 
edy for all the evils under which 
mankind labour : that it can give 
peace to the troubled conscience, 
pardon to the guilty, rest to the 
weary, comfort to the afflicted, 
health to the sick, and even life 
tothe dead—that it is, in short, 
whatthe Apostle well describes 
it, “ the power of God unto sal- 
vation to every one that believ- 
eth.”’ : 

But I must begin to draw to- 
wards the close of my village nar- 
rative. Two days after that on 


Pe Satie 8 











4 eee AERC ihe g a aga EY Re a aw ii a UE RR ON bitin gti tony 
‘ . aye Ay eal? ee) PRE AE Re RD eS “i Fe ae rs 





glean, 
se eevee. 








se 


he 
PERG 















1814. 


which I miade the visit last de- 
scribed, I again saw M . 
During this short interval her 
disease had made a rapid pro- 
gress, and I plainly perceived 
that it would soon remove her 
from a world of pain and sorrow. 
Although considerably weaker, 
and suffering more acutely than 
before, she expressed the same 
humble, yet joyful hope of ac- 
ceptance through her Redeemer, 
and her earnest dézire “ to depart 
and to be with Christ.” But I 
cannot help thinking, sir,” said 
she, “that I must suffer more 
yet, before [ can be fit for heav- 
én.” ‘ You do'not suppose,” I 
replied, fearing at the moment 
that she might be imagining her 
sufferings to be in some mannez 
meritorious, * that the pain which 
you endure can purehase hezven 
or in itself prove profitable to 
you.” Ohno, sir; God forbid 
that I should trust in any thing 
for salvation, but the merits of 
my Saviour. I only meant, that 
as I was avery sinful creature, 
and deserved to be afflicted, and 
had found the benefit of pain and 
suffering, in weaning. me from a 
Vain and worldly life, I should 
probably have to go thro’ more 
than I have yet suffered; but 
perhaps I do not express myself 
as I ought.” ‘“* Thereis truth,” 
said I,** in’ what you say. You 
know the scripture says, that 
Christ was made perféct through 
suffering ; and we may be well 
contented to be like him, if we 
may dwell with him’ forever in 
glory. Every member of Christ 
is in a measure conformed or 
made like to him in suffering ; 
but his alone was meritorious— 
ours is intended to humble aad 
purify usy.and God knows’ best 
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how much, and what kind of sufs 

fering is most suited to sanctify us. 

He will not lay upon you more 

than is good for you'or more than 

he will enable you.to bear. Ree 

sign yourself to him, and be ase 
sured that he will support you in. 
every trial,and make you more 
than conqueror, through him, 
who hath loved us.” “TI trust 
he will, and do not doubt his. 
goodness, though I am so sinful 
and unworthy a2 creature.” Afe 
ter a short pause, M——contine 
ued—‘“ [ am glad to see and 
hear you again, sir, for my poor 
mother was obliged to leave me 
yesterday, and the neighbours 
who are kind enough to come 
and see me, talk almost entirely 
about worldly things ; and I tell 
them, I have. done with the 
world, and only wish to think 
and speak of what concerns the 
salvation of my soul. Indeed, = 
have but one thing which gives 
me much anxiety ; and that is 
about my poor dearbabe. I uz 
ed to think how happy I should 
be when I had him; but I have 
never had health to enjoy himy 
and now I must very soor be 
parted from him for ever, as to 
this world ! Poor dear, little fel- 
low, I can resign him cheerfully,’ 
sometimes, when he is away from 
me ; but, a3 soon as! see him, it 
goes to my very heart.”? “Ido 
not. doubt it,”’ I replied. It iss 
indeed, a painful task for you to 
leave him so young, in a world 
like this: but his father and 
grandmother will no doubt be 
kind to him, and take all the care 
of him in their power, and he 
shall not want a friend :—but 
entrust him in the hands of your 
heavenly Father. re will take 
hiny up, though every other 
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friend should forsake him, and 
will not suffer him to want. ¢ I 
have been young,’ said the Psalm- 
ist, ‘and now am old ; yet nev- 
er saw [the righteons forsaken, 
nor his seed begging their bread ” 
Hope. in God, that as he has 
blessed you, so he will also bless 
your offspring.’ . “ This is my. 
earnest prayer, sir; .and I] hope 
God. will enabie me to commit 
my:elf, my child, and my hus. 
band, into his hands, to do as it 
seemeth good in his sight 7?’ My 
poor friend was. so much ex. 

hausted by her exertion during 
this conversation although tt was 
sag ie a short one, that 
I was obliged to close my visit 
more quickly than. u ual, which 
I did by reading a few passages 
of Scripture, suited to her state 
and commending her in prayer 
to the mercy and grace of God 
our Saviour. <As I was leaving 
the room, she repeated her ear. 
nest request, that. I would re. 
member her in my prayers, and 
that.I would visit her during the 
short remainder of her earthly 
pilgrimage ; adding, with a sort 
of prophetic feeling, that if she 
should not live to see me again, 
she trusted that through the mer- 
its of that blessed Redeemer, in 
whom we believed, we should 
meet in heaven. See her, indeed 
again I did; but I regret to say, 
that it was only during the state 
of extreme weakness and in-ensi- 
bility, into which she suddenly 
feel a few days after my la+t in- 
terview withher. I was prevent- 
ed by a heavy fall of snow from 
repeating my visit till the follow. 
ing,Sunday ; when on reaching 
the cottage, I learned to my dis- 
appoimtment and sorrow, that her 


powers. both of mind ard body 


Fer. 


were nearly exhausted, and.that’ 


she was wholly unconscious of 
what passed around her. Onen. 
tering her room, | found that it 
was indeed so; and in contem- 
plating. the decay ot the outward 
form .I could oniy rejoice, that 
I had witnessed the renewal of 
“the taward man’ day by day ; 

that although the * earthly hense 


of her tabernacle’? was nearly dis- 


solved, there waz. such | solid 
ground for believing, that she 
would shortly inhabit * a build- 
ing of God, an hou:e not made 
with hands, eternal in the heav- 
ens.’ oy 

The sitive of M not hav- 
ing been abie from the tatigue of 
her former, journey, to return to. 
her,.} could collect but little from 
those who attended her, of the 
frame of her mind during the 
short interval of sensibility which 
followed my preceding visit.— 
The little, however, which | did 


gather was pleasing and satisfac- 


tory. I found that, being aware 
of her approaching end, she call- 
ed for her husband and other rel- 
atives who were near, and took 2 
solemn and 2ffectionate farewell 
of them, deciaring, in humble yet 
fotcible terms, her reconciliation 
with God, and her hope of salva- 
tion through faith im ovr Lord 
Jecus Chri t, and eartiestly exhort- 
ing. and beseeching them to fice 
for refuge tothe same gracious 
and all :ufficiert Saviour. She 
then desired to see her little boy, 
and commended him to the pro- 
tection and blessing of Almighty 
God, ch larging her husband fo 
bring him up in “ the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord;” and 
having again urged them to ate 


tend to the things which belong- 


ed-to their peace, while the day 
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of life lasted, she said that she 
had nothing further to do in this 
world, but humbly to wait for 
the time of her departure ; ad- 
ding, that she prayed to be entire- 
ly patient and tfesigned, and hop- 
ed that I should see her once 
more to assist her in preparing 
for her last trying conflict. This 
however. I was prevented by her 
unconscious state from doing, 
otherwise than by my prayers in 
her behalf. After I left her, she 
revived only for a few minutes, 
during which she faintly but de- 
lightfully repeated her faith and 
hope of salvation; and sogn af- 
terwards slept peacefully i in the 
pry ; leaving.on the minds of 
those who witnessed. her depar- 
sure, a lively impression of her 
extraordinary piety, and heaven- 
ly happiness. 
. ‘The funeral of my poor parish- 
toner took: place on the following 
Sunday. The journey was too 
great to allow of her aged parent 


being present ; but it was attend. 


ed by a crowd of relatives, who. 
testified, by their grief and regret, 
the affection with which they lov- 
ed her, and the sincerity with 
which they mourned her loss. A 
village funeral is always solemn 
and affecting. The absence of 

that ostentatious and mis;laced 
pomp which accompanies the in- 
terment of the great, tends at 
once to soften and impress the 
mind ; and where, as in the pres- 
ent instance,-a well-grounded 
hope can be entertained of the 
happiness of the departed, the con- 
trast between the consignment of 
the poor remains to the lowly 
grave, and the recollection of 
the heavenly glory to which. the 
emancipated spirithas been exal- 
ted, is productive of feeling’ and 
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reflections, of the most touching 
yet animating nature. I endeave 
oured to improve this solemn and 
instructive occasion, from the 
pulpit ; and trust that our medi. 
tations on the frailty of man, and 
the inestimable value of that word 
of the Lord which endureth for 
ever, and which by the gospel ig 
preached unto us, were not alto- 
gether in vain. 

And here, Mr. Editor, I must 
at length conclude my narrative, 

I might indeed, detain you yet 
longer by adding some of the 
reflections which this subject has 
suggested to me ; but [ have al- 
ready exceeded the limits which 
I had prescribed to myself, when 
I began this humble account, and 
the minds of your readers will 
readily supply the instructive les, 
sons which it so obviously pre 
cents. IL will only repeat, there- 
fore, ‘that the preceding memori- 
al affords another testimony : to 
the inestimable value of the Gos- 
pel, which thus evidently trium- 
phed over poverty, disease, and 
death itself; and proved the 
source of pardon, peace, holiness, 
hope and joy, to one who possesse 


ed but little of this world’s goods, 


and who, but for this heavenly 
treasure, would have been “poor 
indeed! Theexample, too, of 
this interesting’ young woman ig 
not only an additional evidence 
of the capability of those who are 
in the lowest ranks in life to un- 
derstand and receive the great 
doctrines of the Gospel, but of 
the nature and efficacy of Di- 
vine teaching. My departed pa- 
rishioner was but little. acquaint. 
ed with human forms and profes. 
sions of religion. She wag 
taught and drawn of God, and 
ee with the simplicity of 
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eal. While t! sie I would 
Bavi; cularly hold out the exam. 
piv of her piet Y, as dn encourage. 
flent to m y cert tcl brethren to 
MHevere in thei gi yphaee la- 
@ats, and to bine for similar 
Prdofs of the power and real lity of 
be TiDion amongst the poor of their 
abibks ; let us, Whether rich or 
‘poor, whether ol Jer young, dili- 
REE sere as tothe naiure 
MH HGr own knowledge, faith, and 
PRMice. Let us ‘examine the 
Si nParion upen which ve are 
WG Wing our hopes cf salvation, 
érf@in bering that the hour can- 
Hate far distant which will try 
GealRability to the ume 
bofew not that I can express a 
WRter wish, than that we may all 
B*% Ves the deep humility, firm 
Ath Yanimated hove, and heaven- 
Ftémper, which { beheld, and 
PAVE thus imperfectly de: scribed, 
A the Cottager’ s Wife 3? who, 
“ee ept Cow pers beatiful lines 
wie more than once occurre 
4m@?in the course cf this em- 
iby ent, 
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fom avreview of a woik on the Ho- 

Iv Spirit published in the Christian 

Observen 

‘‘[yis true,’ eays the author, 
speaking of the constitutional dis. 
tinctions in men, “ that the man 
who is naturally ¢fa harsh and 
rugged temper, will zever attain 
to the gentleness of tho:e Chris- 
tians whose affections have been 
originally cast in a different and 
more beautiful mould.  Some- 
thing of the old leaven will stild 
remain.’ Now weconfess our. 
selves to be exceedingly jealous 
of any disparagement of the trans- 
forming in fluence of religion —* 
We find no qualifying phrases 
with regard to it employed in 
Scripture. On the contrary, the 
very strongest terms are adopted 
to express the totality of the 
chance :—“ 1 any man be in 
Christ, he isa zew creature.’ 
s¢Vhey that are Christ’s have cru 
cifted the flesh with its affections 
and Iusts.””. Nor do the eects 


-which in many instances follow 


the serious reception of the Gos. 
pel, compel us to dilute the mean- 
ing of these expressions, or to put 
any weaker interpretation to them 
than that which is at first sight 
suggested. ‘Ibe once violent and 
sanz \inary Saul is characterized 
in his new state by a meek and 
patient endurance of wrongs. Or 
if we may teferto instances in 
modern time’, and shall not be 
thought to violate the s fanctity of 
a grave on which the tears devout 
will never cease to fai!—the 
grave of Henry Martyn—a man 
whom the holiness of his i fe, and 
the circumstances of his desth, 
have invested with a ¢pecies of 
martyrdom; we shall ‘venture te 
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state a case not lezs demonstrative 
of the omnipotence of true rell- 
gion. His temper, then, was 
originally irritable and easily in- 
flamed into a hign degree of pas- 
sion. Such was at times the ex- 
cess of his anger, that on one oc- 
casion, he threw a weapon at one 
of his intimate friends, which pass- 
ed close to his heart, and peretra- 
ted the wainscot behind him. 
All who were present stood aghast 
at this narrow escape from the fa- 


tal consequences of passion; and ° 


his friend exclatmed——‘* Martyn, 
if you indulge these tempers, you 
will be hanged for murder.” -But 
widely different were the designs 
of Providence. It pleased God 
to touch him by the sacred influ. 
ences of his Spirit, and this ence 
irritable and headlong man be- 
— one of the mildest and 
meekest of human beings. Ex- 
posed to considerable opposition 
and provocation on account of 
his strict profession of religion, 
he wa3 seen to encounter and de- 
feat it by a quiet constancy and 
sweet endurance almost peculiar 
to himself. He almost literal- 
ly, when smote on one cheek, 
turned the other; and when 
stripped of his cloak, bade them 
take his coat also. Those who 
can now recal his revered image, 
cannot separate from it that meek 
and quiet smile which was but a 
faint index of the patient soul 
within. He is gone to his rest. 
But his memory leaves a precicus 
odour behind it ‘ E’en from 
the grave,” may he teach, what 
it was his living labour to incul. 
cate, the boundless power of Di- 
vine grace to transform the sinner 
and to sublimate the saint. If 
the tribute of praise from. those 
who loved him were permitted to 
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mingle with the applause of heavs 
en, and to constitute a part of his 
present joy, he will not regret to 
see this monument erected to $1 

nalize the triumphs of the Spirit 
of God in his own person, and to 
animate his successors in the bat- 
tle in which he fought and con-: 
quered. 
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THEODOSIUS CONVICTED OF THE’ 
DIVINITY OF CHRIST, 


THe orthodox faith of ‘heo-’ 
dosius was confirmed by an ar- 
gument adapted to the meanest 
capacity ; he had lately bestowed 
on his eldest son, Arcadius the ti- 
tle of Augustus.. ‘The two prin» 
ces were teated on a throne to re- 
ceive the homage of their sub- 
jects; Amphilochus, bishop of 
Iconium, approached Theodosius 
with reverence, but accosted hig 
son with famiiiarity. ‘The indig. 

nant monarch gave orders, that 
the rustic priest should be instané- 
ly driven from his presence ; but 
while the guards were thrusting 
him out, the dexterous Polemic 
exginimed, ‘¢ Such ‘is the treat. 
ment, O emperor! which the- 
king of heaven has prepared for 
those impious men, who affect to 

worship the Father, but refuse to 

ackuowledge the equal majesty 

of his Divine Son.” ‘Theodosi- 

us immediately embraced the 

bishop of Iconium, and never for- 

cot the important lesson. 

Gibbon’s Abrids. Vol. 1. p 398. 
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FABLE OF GUNPOWDER AND BRAN- 
DY. 

Extract from Berkley’s Alinute Phi- 
losopicr, p.. 104, New-idaven, 
ed. 1803, 
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north being once upon a time va- 


cant, the prince of the power of 


the air convened a council ;— 
wherein, ; upon’ competition be- 
tween two demons of. rank, it was 
determined .they should both 
make trial of their abilities, and 
he should succeed, who did most 
mischief. One made his appear- 
ance in the shape of gun-powder 
the other in that of brandy : The 
former was a. declared enemy, 
and roared with a terrible noise, 
which made folks afraid, and put 
them on their guard ; the other 
passed as a friend and physician 


’ 


through the world, disguised hime 
self with sweets, and perfumes; 


and drugs, made his way into the 
ladies’ cabinets, and the apothe- 
caries’ shops, and under the no- 
tion of helping digestion, com- 
forting the spirits, and cheering 
the heart, produced direct contra 
ry effects ; and, having insensi- 
bly thrown great numbers of hu- 
man kind into a fatal decay, was 
found to people hell and the 
grave so fast, as to merit the gove 
ernment, which he still poe: 
es. 33 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS TO THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
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C Concluded from Page 31.) 


MALTA. 


Mr. Blomfield, who was sent out in 
18il, to proniote the knowledge of the 
gospel among the Greeks, was direct- 
ed to reside for a time at Malta, where 
he might have an opportunity to learn. 
the Italian language, and to perfect 


himself. in modern Greek, as well as 


to obtain the. bes* informatien con- 
cerning the place to which he might 
afterwards direct his course, : 

Mr. Blomfield applies bimself dili- 


gently to the modern Greek, and has © 


made progress in writing and speak- 


ing it. He is anxious to pursue tlie” 


principle object of his Mission, and 
has had Pressing invitations to the 
island of Zante. In the meantime he 
preaches. to-a number of Englishmen 
resident at Valetta, and it is believed 
with spiritual advantage to many.— 
He is also active in distributing copies 
ofthe Scriptures, of Dr. Doddridge’s 
Rise and Progress in Italian, and reli. 





gious tracts, some of which are sent 
to Sic ily, &c. _ He was informed that 
a géntleman who visited Morea, left 
two Greek Testaments at a convent, 
with which the imhabitants were 30 de- 


_ lighted, that they rang the bells for 


joy, and performnd some extraordina- 
rvreligiousceremony. Malta appears 


rom its commorcia and local circum. | 


stances, to be an important Missionary 
station, and if Mr. Blomfield proceeds 


_ to the contjnent or to the Greek islands 


it'seems desirable that he should be 
succeeded by an able and active min- 
ister of the gospel, who may lave op- 
portunity to.render essential services 
to the cause of true religion in ali the 
countries bordering on the Mediterra- 
nean, . eA’ . 


SEMINARY. 

The present number of the students 
at Gosport is nine. Five of these, Mr. 
Skinner, Mr. Dawson, Mr. Kempton, 
Mr, Thompson, and Mr. Fyvie are rege 
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alar students. Mr. Le Brun and Mr. 
Bellot, (of French extraction) are in 
part supported by the Society, and are 
iunder its patronage. Mr. Kam and 
Mr. Bruckner, who -had previously 
gtudied at Berlinand Rotterdam, so- 
journ at Gosport only until they are 
ready to depart for foreign stations. — 
All are diligent in theirstudies, devot- 
ed to the work, and promise to be use- 
ful Missionariés of Jesus Christ. An 
addition to the number of students is 
likely soon to be made. . 


FRENCH PRISONERS. 

_ As our holy religion teaches us to 
love even our enemies, the Directors 
thought it their duty to pay some at- 
tention to the French prisoners in‘diff- 
erent parts ofthis country. Atthe 
depots of Forton and Porchester, near 
Gosport, and on board the prison ships 
in Portsmouth harbour, the Rev..Mr. 
Perrot from Guernsey, and the stu- 
dents at the Rev. Mr. Bogue’s, have, 
by the permission of Government, 
preached the gospel, and established 
among the prisoners little libraries of 
useful books, including Dr. Dod- 
dridge’s Kise and Progress, in French 
and Italian, and Mr. Bogue’s Essay, a 
large edition of which has lately been 
printed, The Rev. Messrs. Cope of 
Launceston, and Cobbin of Credition, 
have also taken the pains to travel to 
the prison at Dartmoor, where they 
have repeatedly preached to the nu- 
merous prisoners, distributed tracts, 
and established libraries, ofa similar 
nature to those at Forton and Por- 
chester. 
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The Directors now submit to the 
candour of the Society this brief recj. 
tal of their proceedings, and thus con. 
clude the duties of their office for the. 
year. To the best of their ability they 
have conducted. the affairs‘of this Im 
stitution, which are annually growing 
in extent and importance. ‘The num- 
ber of Missionaries employed by this 
Society has been ‘continually increas- 
ing, as the Directors have been assidu- 
ous both in establishing new Missions, 
and in augmenting the efficacy of thos 
previously commenced. In the popu. 
lous regions of British India, a bound- 
less field presents itself to the labout: 
ers, and a work is begun which alreadv 
promises a plentiful harvest. In Af- 
rica, several favoured spots begin to 
blossom as the rose ; andin the West- 
ern Isles many of the sable and en- 
slaved children of Ham are rendered, 
by the gospel of Jesus, “* free indeed.” 
Many more labourers are ready to 
consecrate their services to the Lord, 
Saying, “ Here are we, send us.”— 
While the friends of the Institution, 
more liberal than ever, especially in 
the formation of numerous Auxiliary 
Societies, by pouring their abundance 
into our treasury, loid!y and practi- 
cally say—‘ Enlarge the place: of thy 
tent, and let them stretch forth the 
curtains of thy habitation ; spare not ; 
lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy 
stakes ; tor thou shalt break forth on 
the right hand and on the left, and thy 
seed shall imherit the Gentiles, and 
make the desolate cities to be inhab- 
ited.” 7 


Receipts and Disbursements from April 1, 1812, to April 1, 1813. 


Amount of Collections, 
, Subscriptions, Dona- 
tions, Dividends,&c. £15,577 4 5 








Balance due to the ‘Freas- 

urer, brought frdm last 

account - - « - £1,184 87 
Disbursemenis on.xcceunt 

of the several Missions 8,985 103 
The purchase of ‘sundry: 


Exchequer Bills 5,101 57 





15,271 45 
Balance in the hands of the 


Treasurer . -. +6 = - 106 00 





~ ) «985,377 -4°5 
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Extracts from a letter containing in- 
formation reluiive to the spreading of 
Christianity in the East, communicat- 
ed by Dr. Naudi, to some persons in 
London. Spacer” 


. 


Lonvow, 29th June, 1813, 


A suicut sketch of Dr. Naudi’s 
character, ind of the circumstances 
which led to the developement of the 
following anecdotes, may not be an uh- 
interesting introduction. 

‘“The very important commercial 
situation of Malta renders it a pecul- 
iarly good channel for the conveyance 
of Christian instruction to many plac- 
es in Asia, Africa, and Europe. ‘The 
liberal education of a medical man, 
wuited to a mind emancipated from the 
shackies of Romish bigotry, and en. 
lightened by the spirit of pure benev- 
olence, have qualified Dr. Naudi to be 
a highly useful instrumeat in the pro- 
motion ofthis great cause. Dr. Nandi 
was educated a Roman Catholic, but 
had probably never bestowed any very 
close thoughts on serious subjects till 
he met, rather accidentally, with some 
religious books from England; these 
arrested his atiention and fe has been 
since that time, an increasingly thot’. 
ful character. He had successfully 
practised as a physician in Malta for 
some years, When, about eleven mouths 
ago, the Governor requested him to 
select one of his most Shitable pupils 
to send to England, minutely to inves- 
tigate the plan of hospitals ; also to 
inspect schools, and other benevolent 
institutions, and to briyge back any 
suggestions which might be useful in 
improving or forming such establish- 
ments with them. Naudi, pleased 
with the opportunity of visiting tLe 
country where the Bible Society ori- 
ginatec, immediately ofiered hiunself 
for this appointment, and arrived in 
Eagland last July. His account of the 
religious static of the Continent is high- 
ly interesting. The dreadtai political 
earthquakes that have torn kingdoms 
asunder, and mace humanity weep at 
the unparalleled suflerings of our tel- 
low-creatures, have liad not less pow- 
erful effecis in rending the meniai veil 
of thick obscurity which have so long 
everspread this part of the werkt 

* A relation ot iLe tollowing eccur- 
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Dr. Naudi’?s Communication. 
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rences, will be given nearly in Dr. Na- 
udi’s words, and if the English idiom 
should not always be preserved, no 
further apology can be deemed neces- 
sary than that eleven months ago, he 
Was totally ignorant of our language. 
** In the city of Naples, which is 
peopled by seven hundred thousand in- 
habitants, several convents and mon- 
asteries, containing an infinite number 
of friars and monks, have been sup- 
pressed by Bonaparte, whose motive 
doubtless was his own aggrandize- 
ment ; but I think we may observe the 
hand of Providence in it, in overthrow- 
ing one of the obstacles to the disper- 
sien of the divine word in those fine 
countries ; and I will add asa proof, 
that in this same city since the year 
1805, there has been instituted a svci- 
cty of pious Christians, devoted to do 
good tu their fellow-créatures, as well 
in temporal as in spirttual wants; and 
this Society, eleven months ago, was 
compuscd of five thousand persons — 
These meet’on Sundays in different 
churches, read the Bible, and sing 
liymmns and psalms to the Most High, 
to whom they confime their wants, and 
whose assistance they implore. ‘There 
is another Society of.the same kind, 
in one ef the most important islands 
of the Mediterranean Sea, in which 
about one hundred and forty persons 
ure united together, for no other pur- 
pose than that of promoting the spir- 
itual good of their fellow-creatures.*® 
They meet on Sundays—begin by read- 
ing the Bible, when one or more of 
those present explaina text extempoie 
in avery simple inanner; they pray 
together, and then make reflections ov 
various subjects, which can promote 
Christianity not only in their own 
couniry, but also among strangers and ” 
those of the other islands—At Mount 
Lebanon,t which must not be consid- 
cred as one single mountain, but a ve- 
ry populous and extensive mountain 
disirict, there are thirtcen bishops and 
an archbishop, but all so poor that 
they cxn scarcely be distinguished 
from the rest of the people ; and so 
gHorant that they can hardly support 





*Anotuer letter says that a peor. 
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an was the means of gathering them. 


; In the ancient Judea. 
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their character. We have sent twen- 
tv Arsbic Bibles to the arelbishap 
Palelogos ; this gentleman distributed 
them to the bishops, and to some oth- 
er characters. ‘lo our great pleasure 
the archbishop wrote me, that these 
bishops and the others now collect tlie 
people every Sunday, and read the Bi- 
ble in the language they can under- 
stand. Whiat satisfaction has it prov- 

ed to my friends at Malta to Know, 
thal by these twenty Bibles, more tie 
one hundred and fifty thousand per- 
sons of those very countries have be- 
gun to hear the word of God, and to 
Sraise the Most High in the language 
of the sacred Bible. 

‘* Some.months ago I met with Haw 
Gelluli, first minister of the Bey of 
Tunis, Who was appointed by his court 
to reside some time at Malta. He was 
about tifly five years otage, dnd much 
respected among the Mahomedans — 
On my being called i in to prescrilve for 
one of his followers, as I approached 
Geliuli, I observed him employed in 
reading on Avabic book ; enquiring res- 
pecting he answered, that he was 
par fetiaet) fond of reading, when he 
could get “Arabic books. "] told him 
. should be happy to give him a book, 

‘the reading of which he might de- 
rive great prott ; he desired me to do 
so. The followiag day t sent hima 
Bible, which he mminediately began to 
reatl —_ earnestness. A few days 
afterwards, when I called upon himgI 
saw himfrom some distance, reading 
the holy bouk to allhis followers. I 
stopped for a few ininutes to observe 
him reading the xvth chapter of St. 
uke withso much interest, and tweil- 
iy, four Turks listening.to hin with 
the greatest attention, I went in, and 
having destred me to sit down, he con- 
tinued his reading, at the conclusion 

ob every Verse, saying, ° ‘Alla, Alla,” 
itistrue, itis trae. After he had fin 
ished, he said to me, “ fam very much 
obliged to you; 1 am reading your 
book with great pleasure, and expiain- 
ing it to these my attendants.” In 
the course of a few days, he told me 
he began to be va ed that Jesus 
Christ vas a prophet of the same cliw- 
acter as Mahomet, and in no way inie- 
rior, if the miracles were true. ‘This 
Was a gecat confession ; for Hough the 
Furks in general admit that “Jesus 
@Mirist was a prophet, they consider 





him very inferior to M:homet, whom 
they believe to liave been the cuiy 
messenger from God sent to give tle 
jaw and rule of life to man. 

“rhe miracies of CLrist were what 
struck Gelluli’s mind the most; and 
respecting these particulars he wantca 
to be satisfied. I had much conyersa- 
tion with him at different times, snc 
found him quite disposed to be per- 
suaded of the truth.—Before I left 
Malta, he said of his own accord, 
“that the best proof of the truth of 
the miracles of Christ was, that he al- 
ways wrought them in the presen ce of 
the people.” ‘This is a particularly 
striking observation froma disciple of 
Mahomet, who per‘ or med all his niira- 
cles in private; and proves that the 
grace of God, through the reading of 
the holy Scriptures was already grow- 
ing inhis heart. One of my first en- 
quiries on returning to Malta, will be 
respecting Haw Gelluli; andI shalt 
not failto let my English friends know 
whether the woik of conversion has 
been completed in him or not. 

“The Prince Caramanali, only son 
of the Bashaw Caramanali of ‘Trifis, 
the capital of Georgia in the Persian 
‘Territory, Was & young man of bad 
character, afd having quarreiled with 
his father, was obliged to guit the 
neigh thorhood of the “Cast pian Seg and 
retire to Scandinavia, w here ny fricn a 

Mr. Manalilived. Onobserving son 
modern Greck Testaments at Manali’s ‘% 
house, Caramanali said that he had al- 


_ready seen one at his father’s; the 


Lock was exactly the same, and he 
had begun to find satisfaction in read- 
ing it. Manali perceiving that it was 
then a good opportunity, gave him x 
‘Testament. This gentleman was in- 
defa itigabic in reading and considering 
the holy book; in which he very or- 
ten desired Manat to be with him— 
At length Caramanali was converted 
to Christianity, and now lives at St. 


Jolin d’ Are, on a pension assigned tom 


him by his futher, who no longer fears’ 
the effect of his once » turbulent spirit, 

flere he is desiring Bibles from the Se 

ciety, and i yugas he does, eanite 
the great est bi icou'v wd su pe rstition, 

may be eminently useful ia distribu- 

tine them.* 
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*"Phic other account Pus, tits youn 
Prince goes about wit h his I¥ble ih 
liis bend ¢ to persunde, 
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+ A Jew by the name of Murthim, 
being about four years ago much in- 
disposed, was advised to leave Africa, 
and visit Malta, for change of air and 
medical advice Some days after his 
arrival, he was introduced to meas a 
physician. After having prescribed 
for him, he noticed: some t®acts on my 
table, publislied by the Society for 
promoting Christianity among the 
Tews. Murthim took up one of the 
pamphlets which centained an expla- 
nation of the prophecies. of.Isaiah, re- 
Jating to the coming of Messiah, in 
Hebrew and’ English: he asked what 
?t was, and I related to him the histo- 
ry of the Soriaty from which I had 
these pamplrlets.. He answered very 
coldly, saying, that if this Society suc- 
ceeded in converting any of the Jews 
in England, or om the Continent, it 
will be quite useless with all the Syr. 
jan Jews, particularly with tliose of 
Jerusalem. He was a native of this 
place, and as they are much more zeal- 
ous in strictly adbering to their Mo: 
saic rituel, they loek down with con- 
tempt on their tore Jax European 
brethren. 1 at length sueceeded in 
pursuading iii to takethe tract home 
with him, and read it at his leisure. 
Swo days afterwards he called again; 
ind when I had preseribed for him, I 
asked him what lic thought of the lit- 
tle book ? He ans vered,. ** that it was 
of no use to him, as it was a portion 
of the Scriptures which he always 
kept with him ; but that he found it 
very well written, and was surprised 
<o find Christians in England so care- 
fai in keeping to the original; then 
he said it Was Just the same as in our 
Scripture. 1} then gave hims@me oth-. 
er pamphlets from the same Socicty, 
Afteraiew days he called again, when 
he said, withent asking him, that he 
was glad to have read the others, 
but sorry he was not able to.under- 
$tecd the Paglish. , 
in general af portions from the New- 
‘Testament, in explanation of the proph- 
ecies, Dlent fim the Testament in He- 
brew, vrinted at Rome. Ve called a- 
gain upon me sooncr than wou!d have 
been NCCessaryoun a inedical account, 
+o ask jor asciution of some of thedifh- 
culties which he had feund in reading 
the Testamcentiund tacts. I now per- 
veived that the grace of God had be- 
gun to weik indus beart, and that fur- 


As this consisted | 


ther opportunities of converstation 
with him on the subject would be sne- 
cesstul; upon which I introduced him 
to Mr. Anolli, who, though a -poor 
man, earning his living by the trade of 
a barber, had applied himself with 
much assjduity to the study of the 
Oriental Languages; and who was a 
more complete master of them than 
any other person in Malta: he was 
besides. a very pious character. They 
.cquently met; and the consequence 
of their conferences: and of-his visits 
to me was, fis complete conversion to 
Christianity. just in three months after 
his arrival. in Malta. 
(Lo be continued) 


OL DINATIONS. 


Onpvatnes, at Peru, on the 29th cf 


Dec. last. Rev. Otiven PLymMpron, 


to the pastoral care of the church in 


that place. Rev.James Tufts preach. 
el the sermon ; Rev. Amos Pettengii! 
made the consecrating prayer; Rev. 
Elijah Norten gave the charge, antl 
tazxde the concluding prayer; Her. 
Jolin Lawton made the itroduciory 
prayer and expressed’.the fellowsliip 
of the churches: The scene to the 
friends of Zion was joyful and solemn. 

In Billerica, Mass. on Wedneeduy, 
26th of January last, Mr. Natuan- 
IEL WHITMAN, as junior pastor of 
the church in that place: Sermon by 
the Rev. Mr. Flint of Bridgewater, 
from Col. i. 7. 23. vicnl 

In Cambridgeport, Mags. on Wee- 
nesday the 19th of Jan. last, the Rev. 
TnoMas BarTLerT GANNETT, 4b 
Pastor of the Church in that plece.— 


Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Holmes of 


Cambridge, from 1 Cor. ix. 22. 
jan — 


INSTALLATION, 


ra 


INSTALLED in Harvard, Mass. on 
Wednesday, 25th of Jan. the Rew, 
Warren Fay, as Pastor ef the Con- 
greational church and society in that 
place. Sermon by thé Kev. Mr. Puf. 
fer, of Berlin, from John vii. 46.< 
* Never man spoke like this nun,” 
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